PSPR Medians Committee Meeting 

June 10, 2010 – San Rafael City Hall Conference Room

Andrew Perry, Nader Mansourrian Ken Nordhoff, John Lenser & Bernie Benson
Tim Suefert – N/B/S for Local Gov’t Solutions
Notes Prepared by BEB on 6.13.2010

Each community is unique – there is no “one size fits all” formula for forming a Benefit Assessment District (benefit assessment district).
What is included in the process of forming a benefit assessment district?
Community outreach – make sure the community knows about the intent to inform the benefit assessment district
Andrew Perry characterized our marketing effort as very good.  He described the strategy being implemented to raise funds and create awareness for forming a benefit assessment district to improve the PSPR medians.
District formation – minimum timeline is 5 months; we agreed to continue to use a 6 month timeline.
Tim agreed to provide Andrew with a timeline from another project.  Tim went on to describe the basic elements in a Proposition 218 timeline to get the matter to ballot.  Notices to the community (mailings), City Council meetings to determine if there is enough community interest to go forward; City Council could decide there is a lack of support in the community.  If so, there will be no ballot.
Obtain cost information: Cost of engineering study: < $50,000 per Tim Suefert’s verbal estimate.
Cost Includes 4 to 6 community meetings, if necessary
Put the information thru the prism (BEB: thru what prism for what purpose – do you remember?)
Differential assessments – Tim suggested there would be layers of assessments; he would do what he could to keep the assessments as level as possible.  Layers of assessments are due to legal cases decided since 1996 and the original passage of Proposition 218.
Two city council resolutions

45 day period in between

Tim estimated the ballot response rate will be in the range of: 10% to 40% (270 to 1,080 out of 2700 ballots)
Assuming we have a successful ballot, how long to will it take to construct and  install the new plantings?

Design process begins when? January to March 2011; 

Bidding process: April to May 20100
Construction: June to Sept. and
How long 2 to 3 months 
Special Tax District vs. benefit assessment district (2/3 versus simple majority) – We are not interested in the 2/3 vote!
Property related fee – proportional to the value of the property

All SFDs are the same; commercial properties pay more


One vote – one parcel

NBS – has formed 100s of districts
